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BSERVAT OR. 
Players expell’d from Taunton ond Exeter, a good Prejfident for the Fufices of Peace to do the like 
at! Hampftead and Greenwich, “Tis unreafonable they fhould be Suffer’ to a® in this Time of com: 


mon Calamity by War, and a threatening Seafon, which calls for a general Fajt and Humiliation 
The Stage fo: merly condemn’d by our Church and State. 
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Have a new Subject for you, Matter. 
1 jawa Letter tother Day from 7asn- 
ton, with au Account, that fome Time ago, thirty 


COuNLYY-t-0 


{troling Players, Men and Women, came thither, ; 


and would fiave bargain’d for the Houfe where 
the Atizcs are kept there, but the Price being too 
high, they procurd the Church-houte, and pub- 
fitn'd thar Balls, calling themfelves the Servants of 
a catain Duke, and inviting i eopte to their Flays ; 
but fone Mintfters of the Town taking Occation 
in their Scrisons for ieveral Lords Days fucceffive- 
ly, to warn the leople of the Danger of thofe 
lewd Diverfions, the Pleycrs found them{clves dif- 
appointed, and had the Mortification to hear ihe 
Prac.uces expos'd in the tulpit ; upon which, they 


wrote to the Miiuiftcrs, fent them a Knave of Cards | 


in their Letters, and invited them to come to the 
Play-houfe, where they thould have the belt Pla- 
ces, and hear a Prologue in Defence o¢ the Stage ; 
but the Minilters perfifting in their Duty, the 
Players, tho’ encourag’d bythe Soldiers then 1 the 
Town, and others, became fo contemptible, that 
the very Children hiis’d them in the Streets ; which 
oblig’d them to pack up their Awls, and away 
they went to Exeter, where they delign’d to have 
open'd their Shop, but the honett Meyor of that 
City fent them Word to be gone, or he would 
give them the Lath. 

G)/. Tain very glad to hear it, Roger; the Mayor 
was impowerd to do fo by the Statute. 1 hope 
the Jultices about Hampj/tead and Greennich will tol- 
low that laudable Example. Would our Magi- 
{tratesand Minifters fhew the like Zeal every whcre, 
and difperfe among the People fuch fhort and per- 
tinent Difcourfes about the Danzer of going to 
Plays, as the Contider:tions 1 mention’d betore, 
thoic Synagoems of Satan, as Chryfojfome, and o- 
thers of the Fathers, call’d em, would toon be ba- 
nith d the Nation. 

Country-m. 1 cox.fel:, Mafter, I am extreamly 
{candaliz’d, that at inch a juncture as this, when 
Providence feems to call for publick and national 
Humiliations and Fafts, and we find the fame to 
be practisd by our Fellow Subjects in Scotland, the 
Diticnters here, our Allses 111i Hedland, and our E- 
en in France, that fuch n<tional Abominations 
fhould be countenanc’d here in England, and the 
Stage, afier it has infecied London, the Centre of 
the Nation, fhould be now fet up to fpread the 
Contagion thro’ all the Corners of the Country. 
They have made their Attempts in the Wet with- 
out Succefs, and thall they be entertain’d in the 
Eafi ? Shall Somerfet/bire and Devonfbire out-do 
Middiefex and Kent in Point of Chriltianity and 
Reformation ? Shall Bri/o!, Exeter, and Taunton 
nic in Judginent againlt London, Hampjtead, and 
Greenwich ¢ 

Cl/. Not fo paflionate, Roger; let not your Zeal 
Out-run your Judgment ! Has not London iuppreds d 
the Abutes of Bartholomew-Fair, which was the 
greateit Rendezvous of Debauchees inthe Nation ? 
Is not the, Play-houfe within the Precivét of the 
City now pull’d down, to be converied into a 
Timber-yard ? Have not the Jultices of AZiddiefex, 
with fier Majc{ty’s gracious Concur:ence, jupprefsid 











the fcandalous Riots of A¢sy-Fair > Are not Green- 
Goofe-Fair, Han:piead-Fair, avd other Rendezvou- 
ics of Debauchery, put down? Is not the building 
of Mufick-Bootlis in Sosshwark-Fair difcharg’d rAnd 
is not therean Interdict at pretent upon acting Plays 
in the City and Liberties of Wejfmix/er, by thoie 
calld her Majefty’s Servants; and whereas you 
talk of publick and national Fatis ? Are therenot 
particular Prayers appointed by our Church, tuited 
to the publick Occaticns 2 

Conniry-m. Yes, Malier, I thankfully own it, and 
heaitily pray for the Bleting of God upon her Ma- 
jfty, oui tiferios Magattiotes, and thote ovhar wor- 
thy Perfon:, who have contribute! to thofe god 
Step. towards a publick Reformation ; but give me 
Leave, without being ceniur’d asa canting Fellow, 
to quote a lexi or Scripture crtwo, Jae! thought 
he | io cxcented God’s Command againit - 
maAeck, CUE oAaccs i Cu ConvEEd him of tie con- 
trary tor all his Coo dence, by putting this plain 
Queftion to him, !). cf mcanerh then this Fleaing of 
the Sheep in w ive Lars, and wce Lowing o° the Oxen 
which I hear ? Vis thought fit, that tlole calld 
her Majetty’s Servants, tiali torbear aéting thar 
Plays in the City, why then fhould thote who call 
themiclves the Servants of this or that Duke, aét 
them in the Country ? Is not the Bleating of thote 
Sheep, J had almoft taid Goats, and the Lowine of 
thofe Oxen, or it you will, Bulls of Bafban, full 
heard in our Ears? Then as to thote particuler 
Prayers fuited by our Church to th. publick Occa- 
fions, J} am as much pleasd with thar Gravity, 
Weight, and Pertincucy, as you of any otha Man 
whatever ; tut don’t you think, ihere are folamn 
Occafions, which call for folemn Fults, or fome- 
thing more publick than the ftated Couric of De- 
Votous ? 

Obj. Yes, 1 do, Roger ; but fhall be glad to hear 
your Thoughts upon that Head ; for 1a ways took 
thee to he a Man of Piety, as well as of a pub- 
lick Spirit, if thofe two Chafacters can jultly be 
fepirated. 

Comtry-m. Then, Mafter, fince you give me 
Leave, 1 will tell you what I obiarv’din my ordt- 
nary Courfe of reading the Bible. * The Prophet 
‘ Fel liv'd in a Time when there were the Judg- 
‘inents of War and Dosrih, and threatening, Sca- 
‘fons upon the Land, a Nation made War upon 
‘them, which was firoue, and without Nuinter, 
‘whofe Teeth were the iccth of a Tyon, and wlio 
“had the Cheek-Teeth of a creat Lyon; the Seed 
‘was rotten under tiie Clod, the Garne.s were 
“laid defolate, the Barns were broken down, the 
‘ Bealts groan’d, and the tierds of the Cattcl were 
* perplex d. 

Obj. 1 muft own, Roger, that has a pretty near 
Refemblance to cur Cale. But what then ¢ 

Country-m. What then, Matter! ‘ The Prophet 
‘call’d ‘aloud to his Country, and faid, Awake, 
‘ye Diunkards, and weep and howl all, ye Drin- 
‘ bess of Wine, becaufe of the new Wine, for it 
‘is cut off from your Mouth. Sanctify ye a Fatt, 
‘call a folemn Aflembly, gather the Elders, and 
‘all the Inhabitants of the Land, into, the Houfe 


i of the Lord your God, and cry unto the Lord ; 
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¢ gather the Children, and thofe that fuck the “— 3 
¢ [et the Bridegroom go forth of his Chamber, and tn 
© Bride out of her Clofer; Jet the Priefts, the Mim- 
© fers of the Lord, weep between the Porch and the 
‘ Altar, and ler them fay, Spare thy People, O — 
‘and give not thine Heritage to Reproach, that the 
© Heathen fhould rule overthem ; wherefore fhould they 
‘fay among the People, where is their God ? 


— 
dbf, Well, Rover, how do you mike the Application > | 


Country-m. Applicaucn, Matfier } the Paflage applies 
it felf. “Do you think, that particular and congregati- 
cna! Devotions are enough, ina Timeof nau mal Judg- 
ments ? The Prophet in this Cafe, which youown re- 
fembles ours, ordes a ‘Trumpei to be | lc Wn iN 2107, to 
fanétity a Fafi, and call afclemn Aficmbly, the very 
fucking Infants were to bear a Pare inthe publick Hu- 
miliation ; and if the firidegroom was to leave his 
Chamber, and the Brite her Clofet, co you think the 
Propher would have allow’d) propane Players to act 
publickly in all the Corners of the Kingdom ¢ J Jon’t 
our Drinkers of Wine complain, that it 1s cut eff from 
their Mouth ? Is not miu h of our Seed rotten under 
the Clods, and our Garners threaten’d to be Jaid watte, 
as they are inother Places cf Europe £ Have we not a 
Multituce of Poor of our own, and are we not, at the 
fame Time, oblig’d to provide for the Poor of o:her Na- 
tions 2 Don’c ovr very Bealls groan, and are not the 
Herds of our Cattel perples’d ¢ Are we nog at War 
witha Nation which is firong, and without Number, 
whole Teeth are the Teeth of a Lyon, and who have 
the Check-Teeth of a givat Lyon, that have laid watte 
many Nations ? 

Obf. That’s too plain, Rozer 5 but come to the Poi-t. 
What do you aiin at by all this Harrangne ¢ 

Comméry-m, Taim at this, Mater, that we fhould have 
a general and a national Hunuliation, as well as our 
fellow Subje@s, our Allivs, and cur Enemies, becaute 
the Prophet told the J/raelites, if they did to, ‘ Thar 
* then the Lord would be jealous for his Land, and pity 
“his People 5 he would tend them Corn, Wine, and 
© Oil, and no more make them a Reproach among the 
© Heathen 5 he would remove far from them the Army 
© of their Enemies, and drive them into a Land barren 
and defolate, and make tiieit Stink and ill Savour 
© come up, becaufe they had done great Things. Now, 
Matter, this has been in part accomplifh’d fer us againit 
the Frenc/ already ; bur if we neglect God, he may juttly 
be provok’¢ to turn the Courfe of Affairs againit us. 
Therefore [ hope there never will be Ground to fay, that 
when all Europe is like a Ship in a Teimpeft, we only 
fhall be alleep, like Fonah, while every Body elfe is cal- 
Jing upon their Gods, Shall the French King, in his 
Diitrets, cal} upon his Gods of Wood, Silver, and Gold ; 
have Ree. urfe to Shrines, and th: Interceffion of Sinners, 
whom the Pope call, Saints; fhall he pretend, that his 
Hope is in Cod alone, and upbraid us with relying on 
our Arms; aud fhal! not we nationally and folemnly 
call upon the Lord God of Hofis, through the Intrercef{- 
fion of the Holy Jefus, who has fo frequently blefs’d our 
Armies with Victories 5 while his Gods were afleep, or 
gone on 2 long Journey, as £/ij;2h upbraided Baal’s 
Prieils, and neither did nor could thew any Regard to 
their flafhing and cutting of them elves, their Lafhes, 
Pennances, Vows, Pilgrimages, and Procedlions ? 

Obf, Well, Roger, but you have made a Digreffion 
from your Subject, and forgot the Players. 

Country-m. Nay, Matter, I have {poke as much as 
comesto my Share ; I want to hear what you have to 
fay avainit them. 

Obf. I make no Scruple to fay, Roger, that they ought 
never to have been fuffer’d, but much lefs now in a 
Time of publick Calamity 3 and I am forry that we, in 
this Age, have fo much degenerated from our Anceftors, 
as to give Countenance to fuch a Set cf vile Perfons, 
who have been condemu’d by the greateft Lights in our 
Church, and declar’d Rogues by our State. The famous 
Bradwardin, Arch-bifhop of Canterbury, wrote againft 
them in 1345, in his Book de Caufa Dei, i.e. of the 
Caufe of God. Wiccliff, the Morning-Star of our Re- 
formation, did the like in 1280, in his Dialogues. Arch- 
bifhop Parker, foon after the Reformation, in his Book 
de Antiquitate Ecclefie Britannica, of the Antiquity of 
the Briti® Church, afferted, that Stage-Piays were not 
to be fuffer’d in any Chriftian or well-govern’d Com- 
monwealth. Dr. George Alley, Bifhop of E.veter, in his 
Poor Man’s Library, printed by Queen Elizabeth’s Au- 
thority, wrote againtt Play-Books and Stage-Plays, as 
the Fomenters and Fewel of Luit, the Occafions of A- 





cultery, and other intolerable Evils, and againtt ot 


hee 
wanton amd impure Books 5 yet in this Age we le & 
come fo wicked, as to countenance and applaud Plays 
and Play-Books, and to print and difperfe the jae F fe 
of Rochefter’s lewd and vile Poems, and other Pieces 
and to make that the Subject of our Diverfion ap: En. 
ertainment, which he made the Subject of his Ayort. 
on and Abhorrence on his Death-Bet. Bifhop Bal. 
ton and Bifhop dndrews, in their Expofitions of the (2. 
venth Commandinent, Bifhop Bail}, in his Pref 
the Prafice of Piety, and Bithop Hail, in his Epiides, yj 
all condemn Stage-Plays, as cid a great many othey. f 
our moft famous Divines ; and we all very well kno, 
what fome of our befi practical Divines have fai againit 
them of late. . 
Coun‘ry-nr, But I want to hear whar our State 1] 
of them, Mafler; for thofe impudent Fellow; 
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: , a en , wit ibe 
Divines, fend them Kraves of Carus by way ef Ru. 
proach 5 anda. Hampftead, as Foam totorm’s 
to have a Laifh ata Miniter there, wica Preach’! a ¥ 


them, they intolently ached the S:anifh Fryar, 

Obf. I thall vive you a farther Account of that ano. 
ther Time, Roger 5 but at preient fhall only rei you 
that by the 330i Ca. 1. Capea. the goth of Eliz, 4g 
confirm’ds by which Stage-Players w-ie dechar’d to he 
Rogues and Vagabonds, order. to be lent to the Hopf. 
of Correction, to be amprifon’d, fet on the Stocks anJ 
whipt; and if they continue to play notwithtianding 
t be burne with a hot Iron of the Breadth of an Fys 
Lith Shilling, witha great Rowan & im the bf Show. 
cer, which fhovld there remain as 2 perpetual Mark of 
a Kogue; and if they fill coniinu'd ebftinate, they 
were to be banifh’d 5 and if they revurn’d again, and 
continu’d incorrigible, they were t9 be executed as Fo. 
lons 3 which was an effectual Way to be rid of them, 
But more of this another ‘Time, Roger. 


} 





Advertifements. 


This Day ie publifli’’, 
New Strencgraphy 3 cry Short-w2 ining yer fhorr 
advane’d in a far more complear, she rr, and {wift Me:! 
than any yet extant; where the Proéticioner or Learns: 
nee’s not burthen his Memory with any Rules of wriciac 
by Sentences, or any infigniticant Rules of Conrra@i ite as 
tuere are in other Authors, Done for the Benefit of thot: 
that defign to write Sermons, Tryals, Speeches, or any 
Manner of Difcourfe. By John T.” Sold by J. Marthal at 
the Bible in Newgate-Srreet, and A, Bettesworth at the 
Red-Lyon on London-Bridge. 


ps The Royal Decoétion, or a never-failing 
Jiet-Drink againft the Venereal Difede. lis 
wonderful Efficacy is fuch,thatany Patient way 
ee be thereby moft effedlually curd, be it of ne- 
{7 ver fo long ftanding, 
f fectual Salivations, and the Body be cover’d 
ea 3 ae W ith Scabs, Ulcers, Blotches, and the Legs with 

C Holes, all the Limbs with moft exc ruciating 
Painsy the Palate eaten away, and the Nole fallen in, &c. 
This Anti-venereal Decoétion e:fes all the Veneres] Pains 
in 8 Days, anc_in 30 Days perfects the wholeCure, and that 
withene the Ufe of Mercury. ‘The Gentleman, who alone 
prepares this Decoétion, offers to enter ite an Engagemenr, 
from 100 to foo Pounds, for the Performance of what he 
promifes, if any Patient, the’ difcourag’d by other Praétiti- 
oners, Will come to bis Henfe, he will furnith them with 
Necetiaries, as well as Phyfick, for 8 Daye, and if by that 
time he is not farisfy’d thot he may be perfectly cur'd, he is 
free to leave it, withour paying any thing for Lodging,Dier, 
or Phyfick. The Tafte of this Deccétion ts fo pPleafinr, and 
the Operation fo kind to Nature, that bigebelly’d Women 
and Sucklings are daily cur’d with it at all the Seafons of 
the Year. The Doétor or his Wife are to be fpoken with at 
all feafonable Hours, at the Hand and Urinal, over again{t 







and ageravated by inef- 








little Turn-ftile in high Holborn, (late the D. of Leeds’s.) 


NB. The Bill at Inrge is to be feen hanging up in the Royul 
Exchange, London. 


NTIVENEREAL-PII1S, &c. which perfeély carry of the In- 
A fection of a Clap, or Ruoning of the Reins, and compleat the 
Cire ina few Days Time, without ary Hindiance of Rufweis, They 
free the Body of the Remains of any ill-cur’d Pox or Clap, and of 
Mercury (unfkilfully given.) They are fafe and pleafant in their Ope- 
ration, and may be depended on for arr effeétual, private, and fpeedy 
Cure, even in the moft ftubborn and inveterate (curable) Pox, when 
attended with violent Aches, Pains, Night-pains, Ulcers, &c. as their 
Author can truly affirm from Experience, he having, as he believes, 
perform’d more eminent Cures in that Difeafe within theie laft ten 
Years of his Practice, than any other Phyfician or Surgeon in Great 
Britain has done in that Time. ‘Thefe Pills are 3s. the Box; and his 

er Medicines, which any particular Cafe may require, of moderate 

. ces. Tobe had at the Golden Ball in the dark Paffage three Doors 

beyond the Sun Tavern in Honey-lane Marker in Cheapfide. Where 

alo may b@ Bad his Book call’d QUACKERY UNMASK’D, which 

is a rational amd effeftual Anfwer to the 6th Fdition of Mr. Macten’s 

Treatde concerning the Venereal Difeafe, its Appendix, and the cha- 
ritable Surgeon. Price bound i s. 6d, ‘ 
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